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LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP:
LESSONS FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

"Whatever the future holds, do not forget who you are. Teach your
children, teach your children’s children, and then teach their children
also. Teach them the pride of a great people ... A time will come again
when they will celebrate together with joy. When that happens, my
spirit will be there with you."

~ Chief Leschi, Nisqually







The Circle of Life

Children, Adults, Elders,
Environmental Awareness
Environmental Protection

Family
Community
Kinship

Language and Communication

Fishing, Hunting, Gathering,
Horses, Canoes, Runners,

Salmon, Berries, Roots,
Cedar, Camas, Bark,
Song, Dance, Drumming,

Water, Trees, Mountains,
Stories, Traditions, Knowledge,
Food, Sports, Entertainment,




lequa”H lndian Reservation

1884 Allotments




WILLIE FRANK (ACCOUNT F-7).

Willie Frank spent about half his award in the purchase of 6
acres of good bottom land at Nisqually River bridge, about 3 miles
below the reservation, and across the road from the sawmill whers
Peter Kalana resides.  JFour acres of this land is partly cleaved and
i grass and can easily be placed under cultivation. During very
high water part of this land overtlows but does not seem to do any
permanent damage. The Tacoma-Olympia paved highway is a
short distance across the river, and the Nisqually railroad station
about three-fourths of a mile. On this land, at the road. is a black-
smith shop, which Willie rents for $10 a month to a blacksmith who
has the shop fairly well equipped. A small house covered with
shakes near the blacksmith 1s occupied by an old man. Willie and
his wife live in a small cabin 14 by 20 feer, recent built of boards.
It should have a better roof and foundation, and a woodshed, barn,
chicken house and yvard erected. Willie should also plant an orchard
and a berry patch and put some of the land into cultivation. Willie
and his wife are over in the Yakima Valley, each earning $6 per
day picking hops. fruit, and potatoes. The superintendent should
see that the necessury improvements are made this fall or winter,
or early spring at latest. (C, 31. Roblin, 22, 42.)



,I|!

Forms  Brows
s s ot
% aa"m.vj Black
Hwly







GO s W2

.}
‘—

- -~
.
:

> M wm

WRLPWE

B s ot S

. "
. \ W
"
'\5
.

——

e

r——

Billy Frank Jr.
and Older

Brother Don
McCloud Sr.

Winter Chum Fishing on the Nisqually
River






. o ',‘l,\u.

yf’{_—-" N
4. :

WA HE LUT INDIAN SCHOOL
FRANKS LANDING INDIAN COMMUNITY
NISQUALLY RIVER

FOUNDED IN 1974, the wa He Lut iIndian School Campus was
destroyed by Nisqually River flooding in February 1996. Located
here at Historic Franks Landing, site ,of;;,.‘t.l;,o ,gtruggle to protect
treaty fishing rights, this school’ emp}la"(izé@;';‘gcﬁdeinic' excellence
in an environment of cultural pride that‘fvyiﬂll”'a_"llé\l_l' our graduates
to succeed in their life goals. f",- :
THIS BUILDING IS DEDICATED to all past, ‘present and future
students of the Wa He Luf Indian School; and =
IN MEMORY OF |\
WILLIE PRANK ' /Z'ALVIN BRIDGES
QU-LASH-QUAD v A PEAZPEEUR-F DG
ANGELINE FRANK ' “/VALERIE BRIDGES
YEKABOLTSA ' = S CASBA-QUAD
MAUREEN FRANK 0 llaidda Tean s
YEL-YOUS e

‘as long as ehe rivers run”

BRIDGET CULPUS'
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1 ‘ ding” on the Nisqually Defta MAISELLE BRIDOES EDITH McCL
lilie and Angeline Frank, the names behind “Frank’s Landing  on ne SUZETTE MILLS PAT KA[.A::(AOUD RRllg}EAggx:ig¥LBR

ALISON GOTTFRIEDSON MICHAEL REICHERT TOM TRUESDELL
PRANKS LANDING INDIAN
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FOR EVERYONE
NORTHWEST %
TREATY TRIBE [

[}
Nl FISHING
8 RIGHTS

TREATY JUSTICE
The Northwest Tribes,
the Boldt Decision,

~US V. WA 50 and the Recognition

February 6-7, 2024 of Fishing Rjghts wweRSTYOF
CHARLES WILKINSON ¢
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Amity, Commerce, and Navigation,
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» MIS RRITANNIC MAJESTY
;}. - AND THE UNITID STATES OF AMERICA,
5 BY TIELR FRFSIDANT,
1# WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSINT OF THEIR
SENATE.

CONDITIONALLY RATIFIED

ON THE PART OF THE
_ UNITED STATES,
mﬂb Jurs 23, 1298

——

TO WIRLCIH 15 ANNEXED,

A Letter from Mr. Jelferfon 1o Mr. Himmend,
alluded to in the feventh Article of faid

TREATY. .
. —

PHILADELPHIA,

PRISTED 3Y NEALE AND KAMMEARR :
Suld 5% 24, Nortd THrd Sirecs.




WA Territory & Stevens Treaties

oIndians relinquished (gave up) their tribal
homelands — 64 million acres (100,000
square miles) from 1854-1855

o Indians moved to reservations — total of <6
million acres.

Treaty Outcomes:

o The U.S. government agreed to pay for the
land it acquired over 20 years.

o The U.S. built schools on the reservations.

o The U.S. government provided free health
care on the reservations.

o Assumed tribes would assimilate to American
settler’s culture.

o Limited tribal sovereignty.

Isaac Stevens




+ U.S. recognizes tribal existence as sovereign » Important to understand the unique legal status and
nations and rightful owners of the land and political relationship that tribes have with the U.S.

resources. « Tribal sovereignty is the inherent authority of tribes

To open way for peaceful settlement, U.S. enters to govern themselves.
into treaties with tribes from 1832-1871.

These treaties were unlike the war treaties from Tribal sovereignty refers to tribes’ right to:
1774-1832, which were fashioned in the manner of
the Treaty of Paris ending the Revolutionary War.

Self-govern;

Define membership;

Manage tribal property;

Regulate business and domestic relations; and

Have a government-to-government relationship with
the Federal government.




* In exchange for land, tribes received certain » Legally binding agreement between two or more
promises from the U.S. including: sovereign nations.

— reservation homelands for their exclusive use * President can enter into treaties with advice,
and occupancy consent of Senate.

— protection of right to fish, hunt and gather + All treaties must be ratified by the Senate and

become statutes.

« “...the right of taking fish at all usual and
accustomed grounds and stations is further secured
to said Indians in common with all citizens of the

territory ..."




“The Constitution . . . of the United States and all
treaties made, or which shall be made, under the
authority of the United States, shall be the supreme
law of the land,

And the judges in every state shall be bound
thereby, anything in the Constitution or laws of any
state to the contrary notwithstanding."




* ARTICLE 1.

* The said tribes and bands of Indians
hereby cede, relinquish, and convey to the
United States, all their right, title, and
interest in and to the lands and country
occupied by them, bounded and
described as follows, to wit: Commencing
at the point on the eastern side of
Admiralty Inlet, known as Point Pully,
about midway between Commencement
and Elliott Bays; thence running in a
southeasterly direction, following the
divide between the waters of the Puyallup
and Dwamish, or White Rivers, to the
summit of the Cascade Mountains;
thence southerly, along the summit of said
range, to a point opposite the main source
of the Skookum Chuck Creek; thence to
and down said creek, to the coal mine;
thence northwesterly, to the summit of the
Black Hills; thence northerly, to the upper
forks of the Satsop River; thence
northeasterly, through the portage known
as Wilkes's Portage, to Point Southworth,
on the western side of Admiralty Inlet;
thence around the foot of Vashon's Island,
easterly and southeasterly, to the place of
beginning.




* ARTICLE 3.

* The right of taking fish, at all usual and accustomed grounds
and stations, is further secured to said Indians in common with
all citizens of the Territory, and of erecting temporary houses for
the purpose of curing, together with the privilege of hunting,
gathering roots and berries, and pasturing their horses on open
and unclaimed lands: Provided, however, That they shall not
take shellfish from any beds staked or cultivated by citizens, and
that they shall alter all stallions not intended for breeding-
horses, and shall keep up and confine the latter.




State refuses to recognize treaty-reserved rights * More than 370 treaties were ratified that helped the
and arrests tribal members fishing off-reservation. US expand its territory and led to many broken

Decades of strife lead to “Fish Wars” of the 1960s promises to the tribes.
and 1970s. * The tribes lost much of what we reserved and were

guaranteed in these treaties.
+ We are still here!
— Diseases (smallpox, tuberculosis)
— Assimilation
— Boarding schools
— Indian self-determination

Only recourse for tribes was to seek legal remedy.




» Tribes have right to fish in all usual and accustomed
places.

« Tribes are co-managers of the resource and are
entitled to 50% of the harvestable fish.

 State can regulate Indian fishing only if it proves a

conservation need; non-Indians must be regulated first.

The state refused to implement Boldt's ruling until
1979 when the Supreme Court largely upheld the
decision.

“...other than some desegregation cases in the
South, the civil disobedience by Washington State
officials is the single greatest act of defiance of
federal law witnessed in this century.”




“The trust responsibility consists of the highest
moral obligations that the United States must meet
to ensure the protection of tribal and individual
Indian lands, assets, resources, and treaty and
similarly recognized rights.”

— Cohen's Handbook of Federal Indian Law

-

Under canons of treaty construction, treaties must
be interpreted the way tribes would have
understood.

Ambiguities in construction must be resolved in
favor of the tribes.

Rules are rooted in the unique trust relationship
between the U.S. and tribes.




Tribal Sovereignty

* Important to understand the unique legal g £
status and political relationship that tribes ~ :
have with the U.S.

* Tribal sovereignty is the inherent authority of . | 5 L__ PR 5
tribes to govern themselves. T — i -

. Tribal sovereignty refers to tribes’ right to:

* Self-govern; - - -

* Define membership; —

* Manage tribal property;

* Regulate business and domestic relations; and

* Have a government-to-government : =
relationship with the Federal government. -
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* |. Preamble and Guiding Principles

* This Accord dated August 4, 1989, is executed between
the federally recognized Indian tribes of Washington signatory
to this Accord and the State of Washington, through its
governor, in order to better achieve mutual goals through an
improved relationship between their sovereign governments.
This Accord provides a framework for that government-to-
government relationship and implementation procedures to
assure execution of that relationship.

* Each Party to this Accord respects the sovereignty of the
other. The respective sovereignty of the state and each
federally recognized tribe provide paramount authority for that
party to exist and to govern. The parties share in their
relationship particular respect for the values and culture
represented by tribal governments. Further, the parties share
a desire for a complete Accord between the State of
Washington and the federally recognized tribes in Washington
reflecting a full government-to- government relationship and
will work with all elements of state and tribal governments to
achieve such an accord.




TRIBAL-STATE JURISDICTION IN THE UNITED STATES:

BY THE NUMBERS

e ol zgifrsvﬁ': :I)NS THAT
| |
35 THERE ARE I HAVE PROVISIONS

FEDERALLY RELATED TO DISCLAIMING
RECOGNIZED LAND AND JURISDICTION
TRIBES STATES HAVE =

RETROCEDED AT e

LEAST SOME e
JURISDICTION - @%
SHOWING THEY e

ARE NOT [ e

. INTERESTED IN 2 STATES WITH THE STATE

STATES HAVE A W, JURISDICTION ENABLING ACTS, 8 OF

PL280-LIKE PROVISION OVER INDIAN THOSE ACTS SPECIFICALLY
COUNTRY DISCUSS THE U.S.

PL 280 RETAINING JURISDICTION
OVER INDIAN LANDS



TACOMA'S OUT
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Strickland, Cantwell, Inslee Visit I-5 Nisqually River
Bridge Project

April 12, 2022 Press Release

(strickland.house.gov/)



DON'T BE ASHAMED THAT YOU LOST YOUR CULTURE

Ve gotta be who we are
and still live and try to live in the scclety
and try to keep our culture out there--
whether it's bullding canoe or fishing
and having our ceremonies and teaching cur children.
That's all got to take place.
And It is taking place.
iIt's getting more and more, better and better.

| want up to Tulalip the other day
and watched their canoce carvers
and bullding the cances for the centennial celebratlion,
And they got this person from the University of washington
that cores out and he's a white person
and ha's a very good person,
professcor or doctor or whatever.
he comes out and gives free time to the Tulalip tribe
and he show them
~~actually shows them,
uses the old tools,
how to bulld and how to design that cance.
Big glant cance.
i'm telling them,
you learn everything that that man ls teaching you.
Everything.
then you'll be the teacher
and then you'll teach your chlldren.
And then we got It Dack again.

you learn froe anybody.

| don't care what,

whether it's 8 perscn at the University of Washington
or a person over there
you learn the Indlian,

you learn,

174

Don't be ashared that you lOSt your culture
and that teaching.
Because you're going to get it back
i1f you want to get it back.
You can learn from that person
and he's giving you the opportunity to show you.
And, you know, ! think that's just really great.
That opportunity is there
and we're going to take advantage of It

Billy Frank, Jr., Nisqually
February 24, 1989
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“Wemieod more §ood What did the Boldt Decision do for Tribes in
yo REoINe Who ate Washington State?
~willing to partner ’
“and work to protect

the habitat zones, Generally:

the watersheds, - Improved central aspects of Tribal life:
the ecosystems,

that we know are o Culture, Family, Community, Kinship, Governance, Education,
hurting right now.” and Economic Development

- Tribes reclaimed a seat at the table:

Willie Frank I11 o Strengthened Tribal Sovereignty and reinforced Self-
Nispaally Tribe Chasrman
o Determination

Specifically:

Reaffirmed Treaty Rights
o Defined the reserved rights secured in the treaties
o Restored Tribes as the managers of their natural resources.

o Tribes again determined the best way to steward treaty and
cultural resources

Initiated Self-Determination legislation
o Self-Determination Act and Education of 1975
= |ncreased Tribal control over governance and education
o Native American Religious Freedom Act of 1978

= |ndependence to practice our songs and dances and to
speak our traditional language

o Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978

= Jurisdiction over the wellbeing and safety of our children
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